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Old Geelong Football Club: marking 50 Years 1954-2004 
General WebNotes 2004: No 19  (July 1)  www.oldgeelong.com.au 

 
Last Saturday saw both the Firsts and Reserves score solid wins, and the Club 18 equalled the opposition for 
three of the four quarters: (unfortunately, in the one we did not, we were outscored 9 goals to 2). 
 
FIRSTS: OLD GEELONG  5.3   7.6  12.10  17.12 (114) defeated 
SWINBURNE UNIVERSITY 1.1   3.3      3.5      6.5 (41).    Report from Matt Edmonds: 
“Saturday saw us play for the second consecutive week down at Como Park. While the weather wasn’t quite 
as bleak as it was the week before there was still a significant breeze to contend with. The opposition also 
needed to be treated with respect as they pushed us all the way in Round 1. Swinburne has a very physical 
game style and we needed to make sure we were equally as hard at the football as them. It was obvious from 
the start that our boys were ready to do just that as we played a hard, unrelenting brand of football. This, 
combined with our superior skills and running, enabled us to post a crushing 73-point victory in a very 
polished display of football. 
 
Early in the game, 
Nick Betts  quickly 
dispelled any 
thoughts that a month 
off from footy had 
taken the edge off his 
game. His elusiveness 
and goal-sense were 
as good as ever and 
he rammed home the 
first two goals of the 
match and finished 
with three for the day. 
Nick’s slick play 
started a trend that 
enabled us to play 
one of our best quarters of football for the year. Quick, instinctive ball movement, especially with our 
handballs, made us very hard to stop and we held a commanding 4-goal lead at the quarter-time break. 
Goldy’s (Matt Goldsworthy) goal late in this first term was a pure delight to watch. He gathered the ball 
deep on the forward flank with two Swinburne opponents bearing down on 
him. With no team-mates nearby to offer assistance Goldy had to go it 
alone and he used his trademark baulk and speed to leave the Swinburne 
players looking decidedly flat-footed and second-rate to score a long, 
classy goal. 
 
We continued with our hard-running and slick ball movement through the 
second term and even though we were kicking to the non-scoring end still 
managed to match Swinburne on the scoreboard for the term. Tom Paul 
was doing an outstanding job on their rugged full-forward, so much so that 
frustration got the better of him and he lashed out at one of our players, 
causing him to be yellow-carded. Tom Fallaw was also playing a great 
leading and marking game up the other end of the ground. He finished the 
game with two goals and created many other opportunities for us. 
 
After half time we were clearly the dominant team. We scored 5.4 in the 
third term to their measly 2 points and our last quarter saw us kick 7 goals 
to their 3. Goldy and Tom Paul continued their influence on the game 
during the second half. Goldy even finished the match with 5 goals, which for someone playing on the wing 
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on such a big ground is an amazing performance. His efforts earned him the inaugural Peter Betts Award. 
(This award is now to be announced after each home game, to not necessarily the best OGS player but the 
player who shows the most commitment, character and resolve throughout the match. In essence it’s awarded 
to the player who best demonstrates qualities similar to the late Peter Betts.) Goldy’s emotional acceptance 
speech clearly demonstrated the amount of respect that the Betts family has down at the Club. If, at season’s 
end, one is to look back to find a seminal moment in our year, then Goldy’s speech may well be it. 
 

Other players to do well in this second half (of which there were 
many) were our half-back flankers, Tav Makin and James Hope -
Johnston (left, and almost too fast for 
the camera). Hopey has a ferocious 
attack on the football, matched at 
the Club probably only by Will 
Paul. Tav also has been brought 
into the side to provide us with 
some much-needed grunt and 
aggression. He provided just that 
and it was great to see him play so 
well and to make the most of his 
opportunity. Henry Legoe also 
continued his rich vein of good 
form where he again rucked 

solidly all day. We are playing good football at the moment but it’s 
crucial we keep our momentum going as our greatest challenge still 
awaits us. Specia l mention must also go to Will Ainsworth who played 
his last game for the season. Will has been a gun recruit for us this year 
and his class and skill will be hugely missed. He has embarked on a 
working holiday to the UK and Europe. Apparently he’s already signed 
up to play for a team in the London Aussie Rules competition. Our loss 
is very much their gain! 
Goals: Matt Goldsworthy 5; Mark Vickers-Willis 3; Nick Betts 3; Tom Fallaw 2; David Kimpton; Tim 
Legoe; Will Paul; Justin Fitzclarence. Best: M Goldsworthy; Tom Paul; Henry Legoe; James Hope-
Johnstone; N. Betts; Fallaw. 
 
RESERVES: OLD GEELONG         2.5  3.8   9.9    11.13 (79) defeated  
SWINBURNE UNIVERSITY           0.1  2.2  2.2      2.4 (16) 
As no-one has volunteered to put in a report (see last week’s Notes and file under “T.I.” for Totally Ignore), 
this summary remains short.  An insipid, inefficient and inaccurate effort in the first half was offset by a 
much better performance in the second half, especially the third term, courtesy of some strong marking by 
James Morley and Greg Allen.  Return of James Burbury from overseas for his first match of the year 
kept us in it for much of the first two quarters, whilst Richard Herd after some months on the periphery has 
started to make a real mark. 
Goals: Mark Avery 3; Greg Allen 2; Tim Bayles; Sam Cole; Richard Herd; James Morley; Al Munro; Chris 
Wilson. Best: Herd; James Burbury; David Taylor; Anthony Dhillon; Cole; Allen. 
 
CLUB 18: OLD GEELONG  9.6 LOST TO ST. LEOS 19.8 
For the first time all season OGS were unable to fill the bench (still had 22 players all up: in the Club 18 
comp you can have up to eight on the bench). With a poor undisciplined first half from OGS, St Leos were 
able to kick a match-winning score.  Still, OGS showed a bit of heart to win the last two quarters. Slattery 
was best on ground with some exiting centre breaks and two goals. He was closely followed by Cam 
Teague  who played on strongly after injury in the 2nd quarter. MacLean overcame a fat lip to play well. 
Tim Miskin was best goal scorer. Hugh Lockie was strong in the ruck.  But the highlight of the day was 
Jim Abbott's  5-bounce run of the ground.  Several dummies were sold and baulks issued, until he finally 
ended it all - by kicking safely into the hands of an opposition player deep in our forward line! A tough day. 
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Goals: Andrew Slattery 2; Tim Miskin 3; Hugh Lockie 2; Cam Teague 2. Best:  Slattery; C. 
Teague; Maclean;  Miskin;  Lockie;  J. Abbott. 
 
THIS WEEK 
Firsts and Reserves are away on the slightly exposed Fearon Reserve, Osborne Street, Williamstown. 
(Melways *56 B10).  Williamstown may not be that high on the ladder but they have lost a plethora of 
games by 12 points or less, and definitely have the capacity to be highly competitive. The Club 18 are at 
home to Old Carey who they cleaned up by big margin earlier in the season: in recent weeks our record has 
not been that great, and another win is much overdue. 
 
AROUD THE CLUB 
Further to comments in Matt Edmonds Firsts report, there was very moving moment after the game la st 
Saturday. The OGGFC’S 
Best and Fairest of 1971, 
Lyn Bullen,  and former 
player Phil Marendaz 
(66 games 1969 to 73) 
made a presentation of a 
pewter mug - the Peter 
Betts Player of the Match 
- to OGS’ best player on 
the day, Matt 
Goldsworthy, in memory 
of Peter Betts.   After 
leaving OGS at the end of 
1971, Lyn went on to 
play in Geelong for the 
Geelong Amateurs with 
Peter, and Peter was also 
Best Man at Phil’s wedding. Photographed after the presentation were Nick Betts , Sophie Betts , Tom Betts , 
Matt Golds worthy, Phil Marendaz, Kerry Betts , Lyn Bullen and Michael Betts.) 
 
A move in the right direction: all of the interior lighting in the downstairs areas at Como, and on the 
external areas of the building, has just been replaced by the Council. Now the rooms are 150% brighter, 
which, however, shows up how desperately they need to be painted and renovated and repaired. And perhaps 
the extra drain on the electrical systems is the reason why yet another one of the training lights has just 
become inoperable! 
 
If we can get 476 people at a function the previous Saturday, you’d hope that we might have been able to get 
half a dozen helpers the following game-day, but it was not the case…………….Thank you for last 
Saturday: to Dan Salter who was coach’s runner for two games, and to John McCarthy who played in the 
Reserves and then ran water in the Firsts. And to Jim Legoe  who time-kept  - as a result of his third 
hamstring injury for the season.   
 
Last week the Reserves’ opposition scored two points after half time; and the previous week’s only three 
points after half time. 
 
TEAM OF THE HALF CENTURY 
As advised in last week’s notes, we are publishing details, taken largely from the running notes used on the 
night, of those who were selected for this side. Details of those awarded the Club’s Certificate of Merit (see 
last week’s notes) will appear in a future edition within the next few weeks  
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Coach: Evan MacGregor  
“In 50 years the OGS have won only 8 premierships; 4 seniors and 4 reserves. The recipient of this award is the man 
who coached and led the OGS to two of those premierships. He played 41 games between 1955 and 1960. He was 
Captain and Coach of the 1956 “D” Section Premiership team and 1957 “C” Section premiership team, taking the Club 
to “B” grade in 1958. During years 1959 and 1960 he was also Club President, as well as a valuable player. 
 
BACK POCKET: Richard “Rocker” Weibye .  
“Played 153 games between 1966 and 1975. Rocker shared the Seniors’ captaincy with Don Bradshaw in 1971.  A 
strong, tough and fearless footballer, he was Club Best and Fairest winner for years 1973 and 1974. Rocker, who resides 
in Sydney, sends his apology and expressed his disappointment at missing tonight. 
 
FULL BACK: Michael Crawford 
“Played 171 games between 1968 and 1984. Was Club Captain for 3 years from 1973 to 1975 and was our Best and 
Fairest recipient in 1972. Most of his career with the OGS was played at full-back. Michael has travelled from Sydney 
to receive his award tonight. 

 
“BACK POCKET: Ian Peake 
Played 82 games between 1955 and 1960. Ian was Best and Fairest winner in 
1956 as a back pocket player in a star-studded team and also the Club’s Best 
First Year player in 1955. Currently Ian is practising medicine in Perth, and 
sends his apology for his absence. 
 
HALF BACK FLANK: Will Paul 
“Has played 97 games since 1994 and is still a current senior player.  Will 
was dual captain of the Club with Daniel Salter in 2002. Will was also 
awarded Club Best and Fairest in 1998 and 2001. He is currently one of the 
Club’s most respected players and is very much a club “character”. 
 
CENTRE HALF BACK: Bill Morrison  
“Played 79 games between 1954 and 1958.  Bill was named the Most 

Consistent Player in years 1954 and 1955.  He played most of his football in key positions in the backline, including 
two premierships. An excellent defender, whose consistency rarely saw the opposition beat him.  
 
HALF BACK FLANK: John Stephen 
“Played 125 games between 1957 and 1965. John coached the Club in 1960. He was Club Captain in 1960, 1961 and 
1962.  John was also Best and Fairest winner in 1960. He was Best First Year Player in 1957, Runner Up Best and 
Fairest in 1958 and Most Consistent in 1959. John cancelled a night at the Opera with his wife to be here tonight. 
(Doubtless there little cultural difference between the two events anyway. – Ed.)  
 
WING: Dan Ritchie  
“Played 82 games between 1990 and 1995. Played in the 1990 “E” Section Premiership Team. In 1990, was selected in 
the VAFA Representative team for “C – F” grade.  A versatile footballer who could play anywhere around the ground; a 
6 foot 3 inches tall winger! Dan has made a lighting trip from Sydney where he lives, to receive his award. 
 
CENTRE: Tony Poolman 
“Played 113 games from 1960 to 1968, mostly in the centre where he gave great drive.. He was Club Best and Fairest 
winner in 1963. In 1965, he was the VAFA “D” Section Best and Fairest award recipient. Tony disrupted a live–in 
golfing weekend at Portsea to attend this evening. 
 
WING: Terry Brown 
“Played 111 games between 1965 and 1974. Terry was the Club Best and Fairest winner in 1966, 1969 and 1970.  He 
won the VAFA “C” Section Best and Fairest award in 1969.   In 1970, despite playing in D Section, he represented the 
Club in the VAFA “A – B” grade Representative team, which played in the National Amateur Football Carnival in 
Perth.  Terry was honoured by winning the Australian Amateur Football Medal for the carnival, and was also named in 
the All-Australian Amateur Football team.  
 
HALF FORWARD FLANK: Mark Neeld 
Played 47 games from 1997 – 99. Mark joined the OGS after an ALF career with Geelong and Richmond. He was Club 
coach in 1997, 1998 and 1999, and Club Captain for those years. Mark was a VAFA “A – B” Section representative 
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team in 1997. (Since leaving the OGS, he coached Ocean Grove in the Bellarine Football league to four premierships. 
Mark is currently a teacher at Geelong College.) 
 
CENTRE HALF FORWARD: John Manton  
“John played 98 games between 1980 and 1996. In 1980, while still attending Geelong Grammar,  he played a game for 
the OGS in the reserves, while on a term vacation.  We did not see him again as a footballer at OGS until 1990, after he 
completed a successful football career at Richmond Football Club. In 1990, John played in the 1990 Club premiership 
team.  He was Club Best and Fairest in 1992 and 1995. He was a member of the VAFA Representative Teams for “A-
B” grades in 1990 and 1991.  From the National Amateur Carnival in 1991 was selected as the OGS’s second All- 
Australian Amateur Footballer. In 1992, John won the VAFA “D” Section Best and Fairest Award. 
 
HALF FORWARD FLANK: Evan MacGregor   (see under “Coach”) 
 
FORWARD POCKET : Richard (Rick) Whalley 
“Rick played 78 games in 1968 to 1972. Another fearsome footballer who could play up back, forward and in the ruck. 
During his period playing at the OGS, Rick made his mark on his fellow players in winning their high praise for his 
overall strength against his opponents and his consistently spectacular marking ability. 
 
FULL FORWARD: Andrew Howells 
“Andrew played 103 games between 1993 and 1999. A consistent full forward, Andrew won the Club goal-kicking on 
numerous occasions, with his best year in 1997, when he won the VAFA “D” Section goal kicking with 84 goals. In 
1993, Howellsy played in the 
VAFA “C – F” Sections 
representative team. Andrew was a 
ferocious footballer, who could put 
the fear of God into the opposition 
- and at times his own team mates. 
 
FORWARD POCKET: Robert 
(Mouse) Hesketh    
“Mouse played 83 games between 
the years of 1955 to 1960, and was 
a member of two premiership 
teams. An excellent rover and 
forward, whose competitive nature and abilities had him as one of the most consistent players during this era. 
 
RUCK: Jeremy Rasmussen 
“Played 85 games between 1959 and 1965. He won the Club Best and Fairest in 1961 and also in the same year became 
the Club’s first VAFA representative in the “A – B” Section team. Jeremy sends his apologises for missing tonight, as 
he was unable to get away from a previous commitment in his home city of Adelaide. 
 
RUCK ROVER: Bruce Spiden  
“Played 129 games between 1974 and 1983. Bruce was Club Captain in 1977, 1978 and 1979.  He was Club Best and 
Fairest winner also in 1976, 1979 and 1980. In 1978 Bruce won the VAFA “E” Section Best and Fairest award. A Club 
favourite during his playing days, and during the early to mid 90’s was a prime mover off the field for the Club. 
 
ROVER: Cullen Gunn 
“Gunny played 149 games between 1985 and 1995.  He was Club Captain in 1990 and 1991, and was captain of the 
1990 “E” Section premiership team. Cullen was the Club Best and Fairest winner in 1988 and 1990.  He played in the 
VAFA “C – F” Section representative team in 1990. 
 
INTERCHANGE BENCH : (1) Dougal Morrison  
“Played 65 games between 1983 and 1994. Dougal co-captained the Club with his good mate Rob Vickers–Willis  in 
1984, and individually in 1985. He was the Club Best and Fairest winner in 1983, 1984 and 1985.  In 1983, he won the 
VAFA “F” Section Best and Fairest award. In the early to mid 1990’s, Dougal was also a very active member of the 
Club committee. 
 
(2) Mark Vickers-Willis   
“Mark is still a current senior player, and has played in excess of 130 games since 1995. He commenced his football at 
the OGS as a back man, and became a very good full back. In recent years he has become the “Ablett – No 5” of the 
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Club at full forward.  Mark last year won the VAFA D2 Section goal kicking with 103 goals. Last weekend, Mark 
played in the VAFA “C – D grades” representative team, which was successful against the Southern Football League.   
 
(3) Stuart Glascott  
“Stuart played 61 games between 1992 and 1995 and was the Club’s Captain/Coach in those years. A lightly built 
footballer who played with much tenacity and commitment. Stuart’s coaching philosophies, as with Mark Neeld’s, 
started to change the on-field style of football, not previously seen at the OGS. 
 
(4) James Taylor 
“Tayls played 80 games between 1992 and 1999. He was Club Captain in 1996 and won the Club Best and Fairest in 
1994. In 1995, Tails played with the VAFA “C – F” Section Representative Team. Tayls is one of the many players 
who have joined the Club from Tasmania. James moved to the USA last week, for a work assignment. 
 
THE VICE CAPTAIN of the Team of the Half Century side was MARK NEELD, and the Captain 
BRUCE SPIDEN 
============================================================================= 
 
FROM HERE AND THERE 
A few people have suggested that running a boundary 500 times would have to be a record, but the Editor 
advised them that there are a number of people connected with Amateur Football have gone way beyond 
that.  Case in point is Bulleen-Templestowe’s boundary umpire who has run both their Reserves and Firsts 
virtually every Saturday from 1974 - for a tally now up at the 900-game mark!! 
 
The following e-mail did however do the rounds from a person who works with the Editor at Peregrine 
Adventures: “I listened to ABC Grandstand on Saturday. They were doing a national round-up that was all 
about local footy and they happened to praise a bloke who has just boundary umped his 500th match in the 
Ammos - Peter Lemon!     Well done, you white maggot!!!” 
 
In the quest for Mark of the Year, Mark Leslie (excuse the pun) has been well and truly dethroned, 
demoralised and defrocked. By Richie Herd who took a complete blinder in the Ressies last Saturday. 
Looks as if you’ll just have to try harder, Lezza. 
 
Earlier set of Webnotes referred to “talent seeking out talent” at the Soccer International in Melbourne 

between Australia and 
Turkey (but we’re not 
quite sure in which 
direction!).  Photos 
opposite have just come 
in  (at first we thought the 
bloke on the right was but 
a cardboard cut-out) are 
of  Tom Betts  and Mark 
Viduka, and Mark  
Vickers -Willis and Mark 
Viduka. Apparently all 
attempts to get Viduka to 
change codes are (so far, 
but we haven’t given up 
hope in the longer term) 
yet to bear fruit.  (Vickos – that will cost you another $25.)  

 
Making a comeback over the last couple weeks has been Sam Cole  after not playing in the first half of the 
season. He was heard to express surprise as to the amount his shorts had shrunk in the intervening period 
since he last played in 2003.  
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On the subject of Phil Marendaz who was mentioned earlier in these notes: pity there was no award at the 
50-year Dinner for Goal of the Half-Century last Saturday week: that 55-metre goal many years ago, on the 
run, on his wrong foot, in the mud, from the boundary, from an angle of 88.7 degrees, and probably against a 
gale-to storm-force wind, might have at least tied with that one from Tim Bayles in 2002.) 
 
Looks as if “Moose” Edgar, coach of the Club 18, will have to improve his handwriting: the Home side 
each weeks collects the Goal Kickers and Best Players from the Away side (us) after the match, to be entered 
on the VAFA website on the Monday. Amongst our Club 18 Best listed on the VAFA website is a T. Disco – 
which presumably was in fact Tim Miskin. 
 
The Team of the Half-Century was always going to cause some controversy; all cut-off marks are 
somewhat arbitrary, and for ours you had to have played 40 games or more.  (It pissed off past player Greig 
Carter no end; after he asserted that he had played between 110 and 120, the real figure was found to be 26.  
 
And on the subject of the Interchange Bench for the Team of the Half Century, John Manton had this 
email in from past player Peter Jones (73 games 1986-96), the last para of which has direct relevance to the 
interchange question:  
 
“in my opinion it was without a doubt the best OGS’ function that I have attended.  From what I hear the 
congratulations rest with you (JM) as you were the man putting it all together. The atmosphere was amazing 
and it was great to catch up with my old footy mates.  In fact most of the blokes I spoke to are much better 
footballers in retirement than I can ever remember them being when they were playing. The speeches were 
inspirational and emotional.  The collage of photos with the commentary a nice touch, although I seemed to 
have more pimples on my chin than I recall. 
 
It brought back many memories and made me think of my first year as a skinny 17-year-old.  I didn't know 
many people in Melbourne and the OGS quickly became my Melbourne family.  For the next ten or so years I 
developed friendships and a love for the OGS that will always be around. Now as a skinny 36-year-old (well, 
in relative terms) I look forward to getting down to Como with my children to help barrack for the OGS. 
 
I would however like to lodge a minor complaint about the participants that made up the interchange 
bench.  I played with those blokes and I can't remember any of them EVER sitting on the bench.  Whereas I 
was there most weeks and by the end of my career (if you can call it that) was rarely off it and obviously 
considered a Bench Specialist by the coaching staff. Perhaps you can take this into consideration for the 
naming of the Team of the Century.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE NOTES FOR THE NEXT THREE WEEKS WILL AGAIN BE DONE BY JIM LEGOE AS I AM 
GOING TO BE AWAY FOR 2½ WEEKS FROM THIS SUNDAY.  


